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US-50/Watt Avenue Interchange Improvements
NEXT STEPS

To Interested Parties:

This newsletter includes information concerning proposed
improvements for the Watt Avenue @ US-50 Interchange.
This interchange is an important asset for nearby communi-
ties and our regional transportation system. We are pleased
that after much planning and review of alternatives that we
are able to present a proposed project that will significantly
improve the interchange for all users — motor vehicles, pe-
destrians, bicyclists and transit passengers. The most signifi-
cant project improvements include:

Public Review and
Comment— DEIR & DEA

Project Approval and
Envircnmental Document

Complete Construction
Documents

Advertise for Construction

« Modifying the interchange ramp and roadway configuration
to improve traffic flow and safety.
« Adding dedicated facilities for Bus Rapid Transit, bicycles

Open to Traffic and pedestrians.

Development of this proposed project has been a truly col-
laborative effort with project partners that include Caltrans,
Regional Transit, the City of Sacramento and local advocates
in the bicycling and pedestrian community. We look forward
to the public review process and to any comments you may
have on proposed interchange improvements.

Project Partners

This project is sponsored by the Sacramento County Department of Transportation in collabo-
ration with Caltrans, Regional Transit, and the City of Sacramento.

Project Contact Sincerely

John Jaeger, Project Manager @ 874-7507 or jaegerj@saccounty.net.

Michael J. Penrose, Director
Department of
Transportation




Current Status

The Sacramento County Department of Transportation (SACDOT) is entering the final stages
of the draft environmental phase of the Watt Avenue @ US-50 Interchange improvement
project. The project, as proposed in the draft environmental document and project report,
would make significant improvements to the interchange. We expect the draft environmental
document to be available for public review in the near future. Public hearings for this phase
of the project are expected to occur in early 2009. Project goals and objectives include:

e Improve safety for all modes of traffic.

e Improve overall traffic flow.

e Increase roadway capacity to meet current and project peak traffic volumes.
e Improve pedestrian and bicycle access and ADA compliance.

e Provide dedicated transit facilities.

e Encourage use of alternative modes of transportation.

Background

The South Watt Area Transportation Study (SWATS) was approved by the Board of Supervi-
sors in November 2002. This study examined a variety of potential improvements along the
South Watt corridor from La Riviera Drive through the Folsom Boulevard intersection to Kiefer
Boulevard. The goal of the study was to identify improvements that would help reduce con-
gestion and improve this corridor for all modes of transportation including motorists, pedes-
trians, bicyclists and transit passengers. The Watt Avenue @ US-50 Interchange project was
identified as a long-term project in the study.

Project Purpose & Need

The proposed project will address operational, safety, congestion and multi-modal needs for
the interchange.

Operational Deficiencies: The current configuration of the interchange is outdated and
was not designed to handle current traffic levels. Existing and projected peak traffic volumes
exceed the capacity of the interchange resulting in excessive traffic queues, disruptions to
traffic flow and delays on Watt Avenue. The project proposes to reconstruct the interchange
to a similar configuration as that used at the Zinfandel Road and Sunrise Boulevard inter-
changes on US-50.

Safety: The existing interchange operates poorly with a number of roadway and ramp con-
figurations that result in the need for vehicles to “weave” into merge and diverge lanes. This
project includes major interchange modifications which will significantly improve safety by
eliminating “weaving” situations.

Congestion: Users of the interchange currently experience congestion at peak hours due to
poor traffic flow and outdated design of roads and ramps. Reconfiguration of the interchange
will minimize merge and diverge situations and move traffic through the interchange more
efficiently — and result in less congestion and reduced overall delay.

Multi-Modal Features: The project vicinity has areas without sidewalks and conflicts be-
tween bike lanes and transit facilities, which discourages the use of alternative travel modes.
The proposed project will improve mobility for all travel options with inclusion of a dedicated
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) lane on Watt Avenue, transit priority features, improved access to
the existing Light Rail station and separated bike and pedestrian facilities.

Proposed Improvements

Proposed interchange improvements would include the reconstruction of the existing inter-
change; reconfiguration of Watt Avenue between La Riviera Drive and Kiefer Boulevard; con-
struction of bicycle/pedestrian facilities; and construction of public transit facilities. Specific
improvements include the following:

Roadway

¢ Widen the existing Watt Avenue overcrossing to accommodate six through lanes, two
auxiliary lanes, two separated bicycle/pedestrian paths and a dedicated BRT lane.

e Provide a third southbound through lane on Watt Avenue on the north leg of the intersec-
tion with Folsom Boulevard.

e Provide a northbound and southbound auxiliary lane on Watt Avenue between the inter-
change and Folsom Boulevard.

Ramps

¢ Modify interchange configuration.

e Eliminate two off-ramps.

¢ Modify on and off-ramps.

e Install two coordinated signalized intersections where the new freeway off-ramps meet
Watt Avenue.

Detailed Ramp Changes

o Eliminate the eastbound and westbound loop off-ramps.

o Eliminate the collector-distributor roads on the eastbound and westbound directions
of US-50 at Watt Avenue.

o Realign and widen the eastbound and westbound loop ramps for two metered lanes.

o Realign and widen the eastbound and westbound diagonal off-ramps and install traf-
fic signals at the intersection with Watt Avenue.

o Realign and widen the eastbound diagonal on-ramp for one metered lane and one
bus/carpool bypass lane.

o Realign and widen the westbound diagonal on-ramp for two metered lanes and one
bus/carpool bypass lane.

o Widen the loop ramps to accommodate truck turning radii and realign the slip off-
ramps for both, westbound and eastbound US-50 at Watt Avenue.

o Provide CHP enforcement areas adjacent to all on-ramps.

o Provide maintenance vehicle pullouts on the interchange.

Pedestrians, Bicycle, ADA, Transit

e Construct two bicycle/pedestrian paths along the east and west sides of Watt Avenue be-
tween La Riviera Drive and Folsom Boulevard, including undercrossings at each of the six
proposed interchange ramps.

e Increase safety for pedestrians/bicycle traffic by providing continuous pathways sepa-
rated from vehicular traffic.

¢ Includes undercrossings that eliminate the need to navigate through busy intersections.

¢ Includes “open” undercrossing design to provide greater visibility.

e Provides supplemental lighting for increased safety.

¢ Improved access to transit stations.

e Improves access for users with disabilities.

¢ Includes dedicated Bus Rapid Transit lane.







